


OBJECT OF THE MERCURY SERIES

The Mercury Series is a publication of the National Museum of Man,
National Museums of Canada, designed to permit the rapid dissemination of
information pertaining to those disciplines for which the National Museum of
Man is responsible.

In the interests of making information available quickly, normal
production procedures have been abbreviated. As a result, editorial errors
may occur. Should that be the case, your indulgence is requested, bearing in
mind the object of the Series. The opinions expressed by the authors do not
necessarily reflect those of the National Museum or the Federal Government of
Canada.

BUT DE LA COLLECTION MERCURE

La collection Mercure, publiée par le Musée national de l’Homme, Musées
nationaux du Canada, a pour but de diffuser rapidement le résultat de travaux
qui ont rapport aux disciplines pour lesquelles le Musée national de l’Homme
est responsable.

Pour assurer la prompte distribution des exemplaires imprimés, on a
abrégé les étapes de l’édition. En conséquence, certaines erreurs de
rédaction peuvent subsister dans les exemplaires imprimés. Si cela se
présentait dans les pages qui suivent, les éditeurs réclament votre
indulgence étant donné les objectifs de la collection. Les opinions
exprimées par les auteurs ne reflètent pas nécessairement celles du Musée
national de l’Homme ou du gouvernement fédéral du Canada.
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In addition to nominals and verbals, a third part of speech can be identified
in Algonquian languages. This, normally referred to as the particle, is
characterized by an absence of inflectional endings; that is, it is invariable in
form. Particles may correspond to English prepositions, conjunctions, adverbials
or certain pronouns. It should be added that while the majority of particles are
invariable, certain would appear to involve nominal endings, in particular the
locative ending (see 4.4 below).

3.2. NOMINALS

Nominals in Montagnais include both nouns and pronouns. The
inflectional endings of nominals reflect the following three main grammatical
categories, each of which is outlined in the following sub-sections:

i) animacy
ii) number
iii) person

In addition, nominal endings reflect a type of syntactically-determined
person (obviation).

Two relatively minor derivational categories - the locative and the
diminutive - are displayed by nouns but not by pronouns. Because of the
frequency of occurrence of these categories they will be discussed in sections
4.4. and 4.5. below.

3.2.1. Animacy

Nouns and pronouns in Montagnais belong to one of two so-called
"gender" classes: animate and inanimate. To a certain extent, this classification
has a logical or natural basis: thus nouns denoting people and animals (as well
as trees and certain plants) are classed as animate, whereas nouns denoting
non-living entities are usually classed as inanimate. A number of non-living
entities, however, belong to the animate category, and from a superficial point of
view at least would appear to be so classed in a quite arbitrary or conventional
manner. Among this latter group are to be found certain body parts, articles of
clothing, and sacred items such as tobacco. Darnell and Vanek (1976: 162ff)
suggest that non-living items classed in Algonquian as animate display a feature
of "power": this would clarify why a tree is categorized as animate, whereas the
(dead) wood derived from it is viewed as inanimate, or why bushes or shrubs
with thorns to protect themselves are animate (e.g. raspberry), while those which
do not have such protective devices are inanimate (e.g. strawberry).
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4.8.1. Demonstrative Pronouns

a) "this" ("here") - said of persons or objects close to the speaker

ANIMATE INANIMATE
PROXIMATE

Sing. mue/ue29 mue
Pl. muetshe(nt)/uetshe(nt) muenua

OBVIATIVE
Sing. muenua muenu
Pl. muenua muenua

b) "that" - said of persons or objects farther from speaker

ANIMATE INANIMATE
PROXIMATE

Sing. ne ne/neme
Pl. netshe(nt) nenua/nemenua

OBVIATIVE
Sing. nenua nenu/nemenu
Pl. nenua nenua/nemenua






























































































































































































