LESSON 3

NOMINAL PLURALS; NUMERALS

Inanimates

Tshekuana

Tshimana

Metuikana
Passikana

Ashitkana

Animates

{

Tshekuenitshenat

Auenitshenat
Napessat
Ishkuessat
Napeuat
Ishkueuat

Natitkunishat

VOCABULARY

anitshenat/
anitshe
ashitkan
metudkan
natitkunish
pdssikan
tshiman

1
1

}

nenua ?
nemenua ?
nenud.
nemenua.
nenud.

nenua.

nenua.

anitshenat?

[ondzent]

anitshenat.
anitshenat.
anitshenat.
anitshenat.

anitshenat.

(an dem pro pl)

(inan noun)
(inan noun)
(an noun)

(inan noun)
(inan noun)

What are those?

Those/they are matches.

They are toys.
They are guns.

They are bridges.

Who are those? (people)

Those/ they are boys.
They are girls.

They are men.

They are women.

They are doctors.

those (ones)

bridge
toy
doctor
gun
match
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POINTS OF GRAMMAR

I. Animate Plurals

The normal animate plural inflection is -at [st]. The phonetic shape
of this plural may vary, however, depending on the final sound of
the singular noun to which the plural is added:

1.

Nouns ending in consonant other than -n, -k* or -m*:
animate pl -at

asham snowshoe ashamat
auass child audssat
ishkuess girl ishkuessat

Nouns ending in -k* or -m *: the *is lowered (in writing)
before the animate plural ending, and the sequence -uat
is pronounced [wut]

kak» porcupine kakuat
atiku caribou atikuat
atim® dog atimuat

Nouns ending in -n: animate pl -at (often pronounced [nt])
teueikan drum teueikanat

Nouns ending in a vowel: animate pl -at (often
pronounced [t])

ndpeu man ndpeuat
innu Innu person innuat
utshimau boss, chief utshimauat
anapi net anapiat

II. Inanimate Plurals

All inanimate plurals take the plural inflection -4, as in:

massin shoe massina
mashinaikan ~ book mashinaikana
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In the case of words ending in -k* and -m* the * is lowered (in
writing) before the plural inflection -a, as in:

paushtik" waterfall, rapids paushtikua

Rarely, inanimates undergo a change in their final consonant before
the plural -a is added:

A

iish boat, canoe iita
miiish suitcase, box miiita

III. Numerals

The following are the numbers from one to ten in Sheshatshiu Innu-
aimun:

1. peikt 6. kutudsht'
2.  nishv 7.  nishudsht
3. nishtv 8.  nishudush
4.  neu 9.  peikushteu
5. patetit 10. kutunnu [kwutono]
IV. Demonstrative Plurals
Animate Inanimate
these utshenat umenua
those anitshenat nenua/memenua
V. Interrogative Plurals
who/ people? tshekuenitshenat/auenitshenat
what/things tshekudna

Note that the sequence -nat in the above is pronounced [nt].

' The final consonant cluster -sht of the numbers for 'six' and 'seven' is
pronounced as -ss.

2 When these words do not appear in a question, their meaning is
(indefinite) 'things' or 'people'.
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EXERCISES

InI. and II. below, supply the correct plural form.

I.  Examples of inanimate nouns for pluralization:

1.  mitshim food 8.

2. shiinidu money 9.

3.  natitkun medicine 10.
4.  patshuidnish3  shirt 11.
5.  mitdsh sock 12.
6.  mitkuman knife 13.
7.  mishtikv stick 14.

mitshudp
udu
pdssikan
shakaikan
ushtishk
ashini
tshiman

II. Examples of animate nouns for pluralization:

1.  tshidshk: gull 7.
2. kakatshu crow 8.
3. pineu partridge 9.
4. mitshishu eagle 10.
5. pineshish bird 11.
6.  akashk: arrow 12.

ishkueu
teueikan
udpimin
emikuin
datshik
antishkan

house
€gs
gun
lake
axe
stone
match

woman
drum
apple
spoon
seal
raspberry

III. Translate each of the following word groups and sentences into
Innu-aimun, using the forms of the verbs supplied for animates

and inanimates:

There are eight Innu (here). Nishudush itashuat innuat (ute).
There are eight cars (here). Nishudush itdtin(u)a utdpina (ute).

1. man 7. boy

2. men 8. boys

3.  there are seven men (here) 9.  there are eight boys (here)
4.  bridge 10.  girl

5. bridges 11.  girls

6.  there are six bridges (here) 12. there are five girls (here)

3 . . . .
When a vowel is followed by -nish, the n disappears, and all that remains
is a nasalized vowel, as occurs in such French words as 'vin' or 'vendre'.



