LESSON 5
THE NOUN: 1ST AND 2ND PERSON POSSESSORS
DIALOGUE

Pien mik Mini (Peter and Mary)

P. { Tshekuen tshin? } Who are you?
Auen tshin?
Maini d tshin? Are you Mary?
M. Ehe! nin au Mani. Yes, I'm Mary. (i.e. This is me,
Mary/I'm the one (who's) Mary.)
{ Tshekuen ne (or an)? } Who is that?
Auen ne (or an)?

P.  Tshan ne (or an). That's John.

M.  Tshin 4 ume tshimashinaikan?  Is this book (here) yours?

P.  Ehe, nin an (or ne) Yes, it's my book.
nimashinaikan.
Tshinudu d ne Is that your (pl) cat?
tshiminishimudu?
M.  Ehe, nindn ne (or an) Yes, it's our cat.
nimindshimingdn.
VOCABULARY
a (question marker) (generally occurs after the first
word of a yes-no question)
an (an/inan dem pro) that (is); alternatively, used for
emphasis
au (an/inan dem pro) this (is); alternatively, used for
emphasis
ehe (indecl part) yes
mauadt (indecl part) no
nishtesh (an noun) my older brother
Tshin (male proper name) John

' While ehe represents the actual pronunciation, this form is also frequently
spelled eshe.
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POINTS OF GRAMMAR

I. The Personal/Possessive Pronoun

1 I, me, mine nin

2 you, yours (sg) tshin

3 he, him, his, she, her, hers uin

Ip we, us, ours (exclusive) nindan
21p  we, us, ours (inclusive) tshinin(u)
2p you, yours (pl) tshinudu
3p they, theirs uinudu

The pronominal forms given above, which may be translated into
English as either personal or possessive pronouns, depending on the
context, are used only for emphasis. Note that the 'we' pronoun in
English corresponds to two different pronominals in Innu-aimun. 'We'
can be exclusive (‘me and him/her/them but not you'); in this case
nindn is used. Or 'we' can be inclusive (‘me and you but not
him/her/them'); in this case tshindn(u) is used. Note that this 'Ist person
inclusive' has a 2nd person tsh- marker rather than a Ist person #n-.

II. Possession in the Noun

A. INANIMATE NOUNS

POSSESSIVE NOUN POSSESSIVE
PREFIX SUFFIX
1 ni mashinaikan - my book
2 tshi mashinaikan - your book
lIp ni mashinaikan — nan’ our (excl) book
(mine and
his/hers/ theirs)
21p tshi mashinaikan — nan/nu’ our (incl) book
(mine and yours)
2p tshi mashinaikan — udu your (pl) book

2 This is normally written -indn, but the i is deleted after a word ending in -n.
3 While the -inu ending is often heard in Sheshatshiu Innu-aimun, it does not
occur in all varieties of Innu-aimun.
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B. ANIMATE NOUNS

POSSESSIVE NOUN POSSESSIVE POSSESSIVE

PREFIX  STEM MARKER SUFFIX
-im
1 ni mintish ~ im - my cat
2 tshi mintish ~ im - your cat
Ip ni minidsh  im indn our (excl) cat
21p tshi minidsh  im indn/inu our (incl) cat
2p tshi mintish ~ im udu your (pl) cat

Any possessed noun obligatorily takes a possessive prefix denoting the
person of the possessor, as follows:

Ist person possessor (sg or Ist person pl 'exclusive') : ni-
2nd person possessor (sg, pl, or Ist person pl 'inclusive'):  tshi-

Further, if a noun is possessed by a plural possessor, a possessive suffix
is obligatory, as follows:

Ip -indn
21p -indn /-inu
2p -udu

In addition, an animate noun that is possessed generally bears an -im
possessive marker, which occurs immediately after the noun stem and
before a plural possessive suffix. While this -im does not generally occur
with inanimates, it may be found after inanimates ending in a
diphthong, such as shiinidu 'money' or meshkanau 'path'. Nouns ending
in -n or -m generally do not take the -im (e.g. massin 'shoe',
mitshishudkan 'table', mitshim 'food'), but there are a number of
exceptions here (e.g. ni + natitkun + im 'my medicine').

III. Phonetic Variation
A. THE POSSESSIVE PREFIX
As seen above, the normal shape of the possessive prefix is:

Ist person: ni-
2nd person: tshi-
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If, however, the noun to which the prefix is attached begins with any
vowel other than u-/- (thatis, with the vowels i-, i-, e-, a-, 4-) the
consonant -f is inserted between the prefix and the noun:

1: nit-
2: tshit-
Examples:
nit + asst my land
tshit + apui your paddle

If the noun begins with u or #, the shape of the prefix is as follows:

1: n-
2: tsh-
Examples:
n + ushpuikan my pipe
tsh + ushpudkan your pipe

B. THE -im POSSESSIVE MARKER

When attached to a noun ending in a consonant, the possessive marker
appears as -im (Group 1 below). When suffixed to a noun ending in the
labialized consonants -k* or -m*, however, the suffix is -m, and the

raised * is lowered in writing (Group 2). Should the noun end in a vowel
or diphthong, the possessive marker will appear as -m (Group 3). Asin
the case of the locative suffix, a noun ending in a diphthong such as -au,
-du or -eu deletes the final element of the diphthong. As well, many
nouns ending in -# replace this vowel with -#m (Group 4).

1. -im marker®
udpush rabbit nudpushim my rabbit
uidsh meat nuidshim my meat
tshiman match nitshimanim  my match
nishk goose ninishkim my goose

4 Nouns ending in -ss take a lengthened vowel (-im) in the possessive marker
(e.g. tshitaudssim 'your child').



Lesson 5 27

2.  -m marker after -k or -m*
mashk" bear nimashkum  my bear
kak porcupine nikdkum my porcupine

3. -m marker after -au, -du, -eu
meshkanau path, road nimeshkandm® my path, road
ishkueu wife, woman nitishkuem my wife, woman
ndpeu husband, man nindpem my husband, man
udu egg nudum® my egg

4. -im marker with nouns ending in -u
shipu river nishipim my river
pitshu gum nipitshim my gum

5. Absence of possessive marker

assi land nitasst my land

apuf paddle nitapui’ my paddle
mitshim food nimitshim my food

akilp coat nitakip my coat
assik pail nitassik" my pail
ashdm snowshoe nitasham my snowshoe

IV. Yes-No Questions

In cases where there is no question-word as such (e.g. 'what? where?
when? why? how?'), a question is formed through the insertion of the
particle 4 after the first word of the sentence.

Maini d tshin? Are you Mary?

Tshin d ume tshimashinaikan?  Is this book (here) yours?

5 The final vowel of words ending in -au, like meshkanau, is lengthened before
the possessive, locative and diminutive suffixes.

6 Udu is an exception in that it does not drop the final -u when the -im suffix is
added.

7 Younger speakers regularize many nouns which do not take the -im suffix by
adding it to words such as apui > nitapiim, which then resembles other stems
ending in a diphthong.
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EXERCISES

I.  Ineach of the following, give the appropriate possessed form of the
noun supplied:

1. assik" pail my pail

2. ishkueu woman, wife your (sg) wife

3. apuf paddle my paddle

4. tetapudkan chair your (sg) chair

5. tshishtemdu tobacco your (pl) tobacco
6. pineu partridge my partridge

7. shiship duck my duck

8. meshkanau path your (pl) path

9. mashk" bear our (incl) bear
10. kel porcupine your (sg) porcupine
11.  pimi oil our (excl) oil

12.  dnapt net your (sg) net

13.  shiinidu money your (pl) money
14. ushpuikan pipe my pipe

15. undkan plate our (incl) plate
16.  namesh fish our (excl) fish

17. mishtiky tree our (excl) tree
18.  audss child your (pl) child
19. akiip coat your (sg) coat

20. atikt caribou our (incl) caribou

II.  Reply in Innu-aimun to the following questions on the basis of the

model:

Eukuan d ne tshutapin? Is that your car?

Ehe, nin an nutdpan. Yes, that's my car.
1.  Eukuan d ne tshindpem? 5. Eukuan d ne nimikuman?
2. Eukuan d ne tshipimimudu? 6.  Eukuan d ne nishiinidmindn?
3. Eukuan d ne tshitaudssim? 7. Eukuan d ne tshushpudkan?
4.  Eukuan d ne tshitassiudu? 8. Eukuan 4 ne tshitatikumindn?



