LESSON 16

THE INANIMATE INTRANSITIVE (II) CONJUNCT;
COMPOUND SENTENCES; COUNTING

READING PASSAGE

Udpdu @ mashinaikan? Is the book white?

Maudt, apu udpit. No, it isn't white.

Udpdnu a Tshian umashinaikan? Is John's book white?

Maudt, apu udpinit. No, it isn't white.

Udpan d shish? Is it daylight yet?

Maudt, apu udpik. No, it is not daylight.

Tshimuan 4? Is it raining?

Apu tshimudk, muk tshishiteu. It's not raining, but it's hot.

Niitin 4?2 Is it windy?

Maudt, apu niitik. No, it's not windy.

Animan d mitshishudkan? Is the table expensive?

Mauat, apu dnimadk. No, it's not expensive.
VOCABULARY

animan (II verb) it is difficult, expensive

nitin (I verb) itis windy

tshimuan (I verb) it is raining

udpan (II verb) itis dawn

udpdu (II verb) it is white

POINTS OF GRAMMAR
I. TheII Conjunct

As seen in Lesson 10, II verbs have three basic stem-types: stems ending
in -4, those ending in -e, and those in -n. In the independent, II verbs
display the (singular) endings -du (a-stem), -eu (e-stem) and -in or -an
(n-stem). The II conjunct endings for d- and e-stems are illustrated below
for the verbs udpdu 'it is white' and tshitdputeu 'it floats away"

Independent Conjunct
3 -t udpau apu udpat it isn’t white
3p -ti/ udpdiua apu udpati/ they aren’t white

-kdu udpakau
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3' -nit uapanu apu udpanit it (obv) isn’t white
3'p -nity/  udpdnua apu udpaniti / they (obv) aren’t
-nikdu udpdanikdau white
Independent Conjunct
3 -t tshitaputeu apu tshitdputet itisn’t floating away
3p -ti tshitdputeua apu tshitaputeti they aren’t floating
[-tetfi] away
3' -nit tshitaputenu apu tshitdputenit it (obv) isn’t floating
away
3'p -nitt tshitdputenua apu tshitiputeniti ~ they (obv) aren’t
[-tentfi] floating away

Note that although the standard spelling of the 3rd and 3' plural suffixes
listed above is -ti/-niti, in Sheshatshiu these are pronounced with -tshi
rather than -ti. An alternative plural -kdu may also be used.

Since n-stems exhibit a slightly different set of endings, an n-stem verb,
uetin 'it is cheap, easy' is illustrated by way of example:

3 apu  uetl k itisn't cheap, easy

3p apu  uetl ki they aren’t cheap, easy

3' apu  uetin nit it (obv) isn’t cheap, easy

3'p apu  uetin niti /mikdu they (obv) aren’t cheap, easy

The loss of # in the 3 and 3p forms above is the result of a regular
historical change whereby *nk became hk; the pre-consonantal h
ensuingly disappeared in Sheshatshiu Innu-aimun, lengthening the
preceding vowel. Thus, *uetin + k > *uetihk > the current form uetik.

II. Compound Sentences

Sentences, clauses and phrases may be linked by such indeclinable
particles as mdk 'and', muk* 'but', kie 'and, also'. Clauses joined by such
particles contain independent rather than conjunct order verbs. Of
course, if either of these verbs is negative, the conjunct will be used after
apu. Some examples follow:

I see John and Mary. Tshdan mik Mani nudpamduat.
He will be coming here. He'llbe  Tshika takushinu ute, uikinisha

coming with his family and mitk uitsheudkana tshika
friends. uitsheueu.
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The axe has a sharp point, but the  Tshindu ushtdshk* muk* miikuman
knife does not. apu tshindt.

ITI. Negative with Future and Past Markers in Question-Word
Questions

As seen in the previous Lesson, the future marker with negative main
clause conjuncts (i.e after apu) is tshika tshi, while the past marker is tilt.
In question-word questions, however - as in the various types of
subordinate clauses which contain the conjunct - a negative is formed by
means of the particle preverb ekd (usually pronounced [ga]):

Tshekuan ekd uidpdatamin?1 What don't you see?

In almost all conjunct clauses except those involving apu, a future is
formed by means of the preverb tshe, as in:

Auen tshe mitshishut? Who will be eating?
Tén tshe ishpish mishakit? When will s/he arrive?

Since tshe represents the changed form of the independent order future
preverb ka,? the verb root following tshe does not undergo any further
vowel change in question-word questions.

As will be seen in Lesson 17, subordinate clauses involving past
reference are often formed with the past preverb kd, which is the
changed form of the perfective preverb tshi (from an original *k). In
question-word questions, however, a past tense is formed simply by
using a past tense independent order verb, as in:

Tanite tshititite(t)? Where did you go?
Tén ishpish tshitatusse(ti)? When did you work?
Tshekuen mitshishiipan? Who was eating?

1 As noted earlier, the verb udpdtam® is regularly contracted to udtam* through
deletion of the syllable pad.

2 By regular vowel change, a > e. The front vowel e then triggered palatalization
of original k to tsh, this being a regular sound change that characterizes the Innu-
aimun dialects of Quebec-Labrador.
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IV. Counting

The following examples contain the Al verb itashuat and the II verb
itdtina 'there are (so) many (of them)'?® When used in a question-word
question meaning 'how many', these verbs take the changed conjunct
form, in which the initial vowel i- is changed to e-.

Al examples

1.

10.

Tén etashiht napeuat?
Peikussu ndpeu.

Tin etashiht ishkueuat?
Nishuat ishkueuat.

Tén etashiht apuiat?
Nishtuat apuiat.

Tén etashiht ushpudkanat?
Neuat ushpudkanat.

Tin etashiht mishtikuat?
Patetit itashuat mishtikuat.

Tin etashiht miniishat?
Kutudsht itashuat miniishat.

Tin etashiht ashamat?
Nishudsht itashuat ashdmat.

Tin etashiht mashkuat?
Nishudush itashuat mashkuat.

Tin etashiht atikuat?
Peikushteu itashuat atikuat.

Tin etashiht ishkuessat?
Kutunnueshuat ishkuessat.

How many men are there?
There is one man.

How many women are there?
There are two women.

How many paddles are there?
There are three paddles.

How many pipes are there?
There are four pipes.

How many trees are there?
There are five trees.

How many cats are there?
There are six cats.

How many snowshoes are
there?
There are seven snowshoes.

How many bears are there?
There are eight bears.

How many caribou are there?
There are nine caribou.

How many girls are there?
There are ten girls.

3 That is, apart from examples involving the numerals one to four, as well as ten,

for which separate II verbs also exist.
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IT examples

1. Tan etatinikau#/etatiki mitshudpa?
Peikushu mitshudp.

2. Tan etdtinikdu/etdtiki tetapudkana?
Nishina tetapudkana.

3.  Tan etatinikdu/etatiki massina?
Nishtina massina.

4.  Tan etatinikau/etitiki unikana?
Neuna unakana.

5.  Tan etatinikdu/etatiki iita?
Patetat itatina iita.

6.  Tan etdtinikau/etdtiki utdpana?
Kutudsht itdtina utdpina.

7.  Tan etatinikiu/etatiki tshimana?
Nishudsht itatina tshimana.

8.  Tan etatinikdau/etatiki mashinaikana?
Nishudush ititina mashinaikana.

9.  Tan etatinikdu/etatiki

mashinaikandshkua?
Peikushteu itatina
mashinaikandshkua.

10. Tan etatinikdu/etatiki udua?
Kutunnuemakana udua.

EXERCISES

I.
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How many houses are there?
There is one house.

How many chairs are there?
There are two chairs.

How many shoes are there?
There are three shoes.

How many dishes are there?
There are four dishes.

How many boats/ canoes are
there?

There are five boats/ canoes.

How many cars are there?
There are six cars.

How many matches are there?
There are seven matches.

How many books are there?
There are eight books.

How many pencils are there?
There are nine pencils.

How many eggs are there?
There are ten eggs.

From the following Il independents, make an II conjunct with apu:

Example:
Independent Tshimuan.
Conjunct Apu tshimudk.

It is raining.
Itisn't raining.

4 Though this is not an obviative context, the ni of -nikau suggests an obviative.
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itis good, working properly

Apu udsheshkunat mashinaikandshk.

Tshekuan uet animik mitshim?
Tén tshe ishpish tshishikit?

1. nipin it is summer
2. pipun it is winter
3.  shikuan it is spring
4. takudtshin® it is fall
5. ishkudteu itis burning
6.  uishdudu it is yellow
7. kushikuan itis heavy
8.  minudu
9.  mashkudu itis hard
10. mishpun itis snowing
11. udsheshkuniu itis blue
II.  Puteach of the above conjunct forms that you produced into a
question beginning with tdnite 'where'. The changed conjunct form
is required in this construction.
Example:
Tanite napik/midapik? Where is it summer?
II. Translate the following sentences into Innu-aimun:
1. Why is it (inan) yellow?
2. The sticks are not hard.
3. Why are John's books burning?
4. Where is it muddy?
5. Where did it snow?
6.  When will it rain?
7. IsJohn's shoe white?
8. Why is John's shoe white?
9.  Why is the book expensive?
10. The book isn't expensive.
IV. Translate the following sentences into English:
1.  Auen tshe mitshishut? 6.
2. Tan tshe ishpish atussein? 7.  Tanite epit?
3. Tshekuan tshe it apin ute? 8.
4.  Tanite tshe itiitet? 9.
5. Tan tshe ishpish minuit? 10.

> Pronounced takudtn (see Lesson 1, page 8)

Apu udpdniti Mani umassina.



